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At Aldenham School, we greatly value overseas students and those whose first language is not 

English. These students add a richness and diversity to our community and we are committed 

to ensuring they have an enjoyable and successful experience of School. At the same time, we 

appreciate that there may be unique challenges for such students and we aim to offer 

comprehensive support through their language learning journey. 

 

The importance of English 

A student’s level of English is fundamental to their success at the School and they should make 

a full commitment to improving their English in all forms: speaking, listening, reading and 

writing. The EAL teacher guides both the students and relevant staff in this approach. On 

arrival at the school, each overseas student is assessed and a programme of EAL sessions is 

put in place, according to need. 

 

EAL students are strongly encouraged to integrate into all aspects of Aldenham life (e.g. 

Drama, sports etc) and should also be prepared to put in extra time studying English in their 
own time. Overseas boarders benefit from supervised study periods outside of the normal 

School day. 

 

Certain subjects may be more appropriate than others for a student learning in a second 

language.  Subjects which are numerically based may present fewer barriers than those which 

require students to communicate in extended English prose from the very beginning. Teachers 

regularly report on the progress of EAL students. 

 

EAL Assessment  

Students may be required to take an English assessment in their home country as part of their 

application to join the School. We will further assess each student’s level of English upon 

arrival at Aldenham and at regular intervals thereafter. Our assessment model is derived from 

the Bell Foundation framework. 

 

Overseas students will benefit from making every effort to improve their level of English 

before joining the School. 

 

EAL Provision 

Wherever possible, we will accommodate the need for EAL teaching within the normal School 

timetable. If it is a requirement for EAL teaching to take place outside of the existing timetable, 

such provision may be chargeable. We will communicate closely with parents should this be 

the case. 

 

Typically, students requiring EAL teaching are removed for one or more periods of their 

normal timetable. This affects the subjects deemed most suitable for the individual student. 

 

The EAL curriculum is built around market-leading multimedia resources, such as Headway 

and Cutting Edge. The specific areas of focus in terms of both language content and skill 

development will be decided by the teacher as a result of their ongoing assessment of each 

student. 
 

Teaching is one to one or in small groups with an EAL specialist. The EAL teacher liaises 

closely with the form tutor, Housemaster and Assistant Head – Learning in continually 

reviewing provision. For some students, provision centres on conversation classes; for others, 

a structured IELTS-style provision is more suitable. 


