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	Full Name of the School
	Aldenham School: Pre-Preparatory and Nursery 

	DFES Number
	919 6003

	Address
	Aldenham School, Elstree, Herts, WD6 3AJ

	Telephone
	01923-851666

	Fax Number
	01923-851665

	E-mail Address
	enquiries@aldenham-school.co.uk.

	Name of Principal
	Mrs. J. Harris

	Chairman of Governors
	Mr. J. H.Wells 

	Age Range
	2-7
	Gender 
	Mixed

	Number of Pupils
	101
	Number of Boarders
	N/A

	This inspection report is based on a framework laid down by the Independent Schools Inspectorate (ISI) and agreed with the DFES and OFSTED for the purposes of ensuring that standards are maintained and that the school complies with relevant legal requirements.  Recommendations are included to help the school improve.  The report will be lodged with the ISI, the Head of the School, the Proprietors, the DFES and OFSTED.  A summary will be provided by the school for all parents free of charge and the full report on request.  Other interested parties may have the summary or full report, subject to a charge for copying and postage.  The report may not be selectively quoted in the school prospectus or other promotional literature but may be used selectively within the school.

The inspection does not examine the financial viability of the school or investigate its accounting procedures.  The inspectors check the school’s health and safety procedures and comment on any significant hazards they encounter: they do not carry out an exhaustive health and safety examination.


MAIN FINDINGS

Overall Summary

Aldenham Pre-preparatory and Nursery School is a lively, happy community in which young children thrive. They benefit from a high standard of education and very good care in all year groups. Children’s attitude to learning and their behaviour are exemplary. Relationships between children and staff are friendly and courteous. Management is efficient and effective, giving a high priority to establishing strong links with parents. Parents are supportive and feel children are well prepared for the schools to which they transfer. Premises and resources are adequate for the current range of work. There are plans to improve the overall teaching facilities and resources. 

What the School Does Well

The school’s major strengths are:

· The particular ethos of the school and the very good pastoral care they receive provides children with an environment in which they flourish personally and academically.

· Children in all year groups attain high standards in English, in number and in their listening and speaking skills. 

· Nursery children achieve high standards in most areas of learning. 

· The excellent behaviour and response of the children results in them becoming confident learners.

· The teaching and non-teaching staff are of good quality and provide strong leadership.

· The provision for children with special needs is of high quality.

What the School Should Do Better

The school’s strengths far outweigh its weaknesses. The most significant shortcomings are:

· Currently the organisation and content of the Pre-prep timetable results in some curriculum imbalance. 

· The staff  lack expertise in music and physical education.

· The teaching accommodation, resources and provision for outdoor play for the older children need further improvement.  

Standards of Attainment and Progress in Subjects

Children’s attainment and their progress across the Nursery and the Pre-prep were judged to be high, in relation to their ages, aptitudes and abilities. In all year groups, listening and speaking skills are well developed. Physical skills in using large gymnastic equipment are less well developed. Creative skills are good in the Nursery classes but weaker in the Pre-prep classes. Children assessed as having special educational needs achieve well for their abilities and make good progress.

By five years of age, most children attain and frequently exceed the early learning goals in the six areas of learning. There are strengths in their personal development, in literacy and in their knowledge and understanding of the world. Fine motor skills are very good. 

In the Pre-prep classes children’s overall attainment in English and in mathematics is high in relation to their ability. Children read well for their age. Their understanding of number is particularly advanced.  

The Quality of Pupils’ Learning, Attitudes and their Behaviour

The quality of the children’s learning is good and is enhanced by their very good behaviour in lessons. Children are generally enthusiastic and eager to contribute. They are attentive and able to sustain their concentration, particularly when given challenging tasks. Some good examples of collaborative work were seen. 

The Quality of Teaching

The overall quality of the teaching is high. It includes a significant number of examples of very good teaching across the year groups. Relationships between staff and children are friendly and courteous. Classroom management is good. Lesson planning is conscientious and generally includes suitable work for children of all abilities. Teachers provide very well for children needing extra support. 

Other Aspects of the School

Attendance

The level of children’s attendance is satisfactory. Parents are generally punctual in bringing their children to school at the start of the full or part-time sessions. The effective procedures for monitoring children’s attendance are known and understood by parents. Attendance registers are kept in accordance with the legal requirements. Currently the school does not keep a centralised admissions register that includes all the required information. 

Assessment and Recording

The overall quality of the assessment and recording procedures is very good in the Nursery classes. It is developing well in the Pre-prep classes, particularly in English and in mathematics. Assessment and recording procedures for children with special educational needs are excellent.  

Curriculum

Nursery children benefit from a well-balanced and carefully planned programme of activities across the six areas of learning. Curriculum planning in the Pre-prep classes is developing well, supported by some good subject polices. A review of the Key Stage 1 timetable is a priority, to encourage a more balanced programme that recognises the important contribution of subjects such as music and physical education [PE] and to make more efficient use of teaching time. Currently the Pre-prep children are receiving only slightly more than the recommended minimum number of 21 hours for children aged from 5 to 7. The inclusion of French as part of the taught curriculum would enable children of all ages to experience more frequent and much shorter lessons spread over the week. 

Teaching and Non-teaching Staff

A major strength is the good quality of the experienced staff who work together very successfully in their teams. Staff are well qualified for their current class teaching roles and for their administrative responsibilities. Key Stage 1 teachers are confident in teaching most subjects, particularly the core subjects of English, mathematics and science but are less successful in teaching music and PE. Good staffing ratios and careful deployment of classroom assistants enable children in all year groups to benefit from valuable, individual support. A very good feature is the emphasis given to the professional development of the staff who have attended a good variety of courses. Secretarial and clerical staff all make an invaluable contribution to the general life and work of the school. 

Resources for Learning including the Library

Overall the resources are satisfactory and are sufficient for the current range of work. Nursery classes are generally well supplied with an appropriate range of good quality books, equipment and materials. Resources for the Pre-prep classes are still being developed. A good supply of reading scheme books and materials is available. Lack of space in classrooms results in children having limited access to Information and Communication Technology [ICT] resources and the small collections of story and information books. The rather poor library is currently based in a corridor. Children enjoy using senior school facilities such as the splendid computer suite and the sports hall. A priority is the purchase of light, portable gymnastic equipment that can be safely handled by children. Playground equipment is suitable for under-fives but not for the pre-prep children who need more challenge. Staff make very effective use of visits and visitors to support children’s learning.

Premises and Accommodation

Overall, the accommodation is generally adequate for current pupil numbers. Nursery classrooms are good. Parents appreciate the nature of the compact building that provides a homely environment for very young children. While the School has recognised the need for an extra classroom for the new Year 2 class, the interim arrangement of partitioning a spacious classroom has resulted in small classrooms for Years 1 and 2. The Reception classroom also lacks sufficient space and this constrains the opportunities for practical activities. Firm plans exist to provide an additional classroom. The premises are generally in a good state of repair and decoration. Classrooms and corridors are enhanced by many good quality displays of children’s work. Daily use is made of senior school facilities such as the dining hall, sports hall and ICT suite. A negative factor is that the use of these facilities is time-consuming. Outdoor play provision is good for the under-fives but the current area has insufficient space and equipment for the older children. Staff have plans for developing the outdoor environment that should provide a range of learning opportunities for all year groups.

Links with Parents and the Community

Communication with parents is very good and is a notable strength of the school. In the responses to the 21 questionnaires completed and in the parents’ meeting, parents spoke warmly of the staff and the concern they showed for their children’s education and care. Parents appreciated the efficient management, the approachability of staff and the different channels of communication such as the regular newsletters and displays explaining current class topics. A major irritation and a real concern expressed by virtually all parents during the meeting was the additional costs for extras, such as French, swimming, lunches and the daily snack. Parents felt strongly these should be included within the overall fee. Systems for reporting to parents are very good. Parents find the formal consultation meetings useful and they appreciate the detailed written reports. During the year, children are encouraged to contribute to charitable concerns, for example, providing toys for a local baby unit and gifts for the homeless.

Pupils’ Personal Development

Provision for children’s personal development is very good in all year groups. Children are helped to develop social skills, a moral code and their personal and spiritual beliefs through a wide range of activities. Teachers have high expectations of children and encourage them to be independent, confident learners. Children respond well. Their behaviour is very good. They show concern for each other and for their environment. A strong sense of community is evident, fostered by the good relationships between the children and staff. Children are given a good understanding of their cultural heritage. Opportunities for learning about other faiths and cultures are regularly planned throughout the year. 

Pastoral Care, Support and Guidance, including Health and Safety

Aldenham is a happy, friendly community in which young children thrive. Teaching and non-teaching staff provide very good support and guidance to children of all abilities. Staff know the children well and carefully monitor their personal development and their academic progress. They make effective use of this knowledge in their planning of activities. A high priority is given to children’s welfare and their health and safety. Care of the children is consistently very good.  Sensitive admission procedures allow children to adapt to school life at their own pace.  The school has a good range of policies that clearly emphasise the importance of citizenship.  Children’s self-esteem and confidence are successfully promoted in this positive, encouraging environment. 
Governance and Management

Management of Aldenham Nursery and Pre-prep is very good. The school’s aims and ethos are evident in the good quality documents.  Evidence from parents indicates that the school is largely successful in meeting its stated aims. They feel children are well prepared for the next phase of their schooling. The recent development of the Pre-prep has been a significant venture that has made heavy demands of the staff, the accommodation and the resources. The governors delegate the daily administration of the school appropriately to the principal and the head of the Pre-prep. Communication between staff and with the Senior School is good. Appraisal systems for staff are at an early stage and are currently under review. The school meets all the legal requirements with the exception of the admission register that currently does not centralise all the information required.

Progress Made by the School since its Last Inspection

The last nursery inspection took place in March 2000, shortly before the opening of the Pre-prep classes. The report stated that there were no significant weaknesses to report as key issues. However, the school was asked to ‘develop a more systematic approach to recording what children need to aim for next in their learning’. Good progress has been made in the Nursery classes with staff setting targets for individual children.   

